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Dear Rosie and Mary,
Thank you both for your letter of 27 October to the First Minister and me, on behalf of
Unison and NEU, about the guidance and resources available to schools to help them keep
Covid out of their schools. I am replying on behalf of the Government.
Please be assured that ensuring schools remain safe environments for teaching and
learning and the wellbeing and health of our learners and the workforce remain my key
priorities. As you know, we continue to monitor the evidence and to be guided by the current
scientific and medical advice, and endeavour to take on board the concerns of sector
representatives, learners and their families.
You will know from previous discussions that having reflected on your and others feedback
and concerns around our approaches to testing, self–isolation and vaccinations we have
subsequently updated our policy position. Our policies are kept under constant review and,
through our commitment to social partnership working, we will continue to maintain an open
and ongoing dialogue with our partners.
We have now shared our draft toolkit and accompanying flowchart for schools with you, and
I welcome your feedback on it. It will sit alongside the Local Infection Control Decision
Framework and is intended to help schools to decide when to consider introducing different
interventions and support the escalating and de-escalating of intervention measures in
response to local risks. I intend to publish the toolkit within the next week.
As part of the latest 21 day review cycle, and as set out in the First Minister’s
announcement on Friday, we have strengthened the protective measures we’re taking to
address the high coronavirus rates. I hope your members will welcome these changes too.
I am pleased that you welcome the investment in CO2 monitors that are currently being
rolled out. To support any remedial action required to improve ventilation, Local Authorities
have been informed of the funding they will each be provided, so that priorities are reviewed
locally to improve ventilation in teaching spaces.
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Thank you again for sharing your concerns with me. I plan to attend the next meeting of the
Schools Social Partnership Forum on 02 November and this will be another opportunity to
continue our ongoing dialogue regarding the operation of the Framework on the ground.
Yours sincerely,
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